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Cal Poly Pomona’s aerospace engineering program continues to soar to    
great heights. 

This highly touted program is ranked No. 5 in the nation, according to U.S. News.
From rockets to satellites to wind tunnels to unmanned aerial vehicles, 

aerospace students are applying their technological prowess and creativity to 
projects that will make an impact on the world. 

The mission to become the first university to launch a liquid-fueled rocket 
into space has made great strides with the April opening of the Liquid Rocket Lab.    

P H O T O  E S S AY

New Heights
Giving BackGiving Back

One key lesson Ramiro has learned from his life experiences is 
the importance of giving back. 

He serves on the advisory board committee for The Door, a 
New York City nonprofit that focuses on underrepresented youth up 
to age 24, including those in the foster care system, in need of aid. 
The organization also provides healthcare, tutoring, legal services 
and resources for the homeless. 

While at HBO he served as the co-chair for HBO’s Latino 
employee business resource group, Alianza. And recently, he 
spoke to Schiele’s class at USC, a digital marketing course for 
undergraduate business students and MBA candidates.

Ramiro is on the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council for 
Showtime Networks Inc., and has long been a community volunteer 
for United Friends of the Children, the Los Angeles nonprofit 
that helped him land his first internship. He is also a participant 
in VECINOS Collective, a Latinx group building inclusion and 
empowerment within media and entertainment. 

Ramiro and Enrique have returned several times to the 
Renaissance Scholars’ Thanksgiving dinner that provides students 
with a welcoming family-style meal. 

Contributing to the wider community is a big part of Renaissance 
Scholars, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary. In addition to the 
activities and educational enrichment opportunities, the scholars 
also perform community service, such as beach cleanups for Pomona 
Beautification Day and helping at food banks. 

“We teach that you don’t necessarily have to donate money,” 
Gamez says. “There are so many ways of giving.” 

Bostic says the last time she connected with Ramiro was during 
the program’s annual winter retreat earlier this year. He and a 
handful of alumni joined the event online and shared words of 
encouragement.

“Whenever we have giving day or other opportunities to 
give, Ramiro and Enrique have supported that by spreading the 
word,” Bostic says. 

Cherrie Peters, a counselor in the Career Center, says she 
first met Ramiro as a student volunteer at a career fair and he 
quickly became a fixture at the center. They kept in touch after 
graduation, and Ramiro has always been willing to lend a hand, 
including serving on a virtual career panel. 

Ramiro has always been very welcoming to help any 
student I send his way. When a student knows, ‘Hey, that is 
someone like me, and I could potentially be that alum one day,’ 
it helps them build that esteem and realize they can get where 
they want to go.”

Finding HomeFinding Home
Ramiro found his career path in the 

entertainment industry. The big move 
to New York City showed him where he 
belongs and that he does belong. 

From his Upper East Side 
apartment, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art is just a mile away and Central 
Park is his backyard. He runs the local 
streets, training for the New York 
City Marathon, which he completed 
in November in a time of 3:30:05. For 
Ramiro, 20 blocks is “totally walkable,” 
and he can easily pick the best coat for 
the day’s weather forecast. 

Ramiro, who is Chicano, also 
embraces the mix of cultures for which 
his adopted hometown is known. 

“I like the pulse of New York and 
its fast pace,” he says. “I also love 
the culture. I feel the culture. I can 
be ordering a stuffed ’Hungry Man’ 
on a hero at a bodega adjacent to a 
Jewish-style deli, where outside there’s 
a sea of Puerto Ricans, Greeks, Polish, 
Dominicans, Irish, Koreans, and many 
more ethnicities going on about their 
day, minding their own business. It’s 
just a mix of people and culture. New 
York is home!” 

Supersonic wind tunnel

BANSHEE UAV Project

“When I was growing up,  
I couldn’t control my destiny. 

Now, I can control whatever I want. 
I can become whatever I want.” 



Liquid Rocket Lab

Introduction to Aeronautics 
and Air Propulsion Lab 
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The student and faculty effort, which 
took off in 2017, has garnered support 
from the community and government 
leaders alike. 

The Diamond Bar-based nonprofit 
National College Resources 
Foundation, which focuses on 
increasing higher education 
opportunities and success for 
underserved and underrepresented 
students, gifted the program $1.67 
million that year. 

Subsequent funding has come from the federal government, 
thanks to the efforts of U.S. Congresswomen Norma Torres and 
Grace Napolitano, who helped secure an Educational Partnership 
Agreement between Cal Poly Pomona, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and 
the Air Force Research Labs. The two universities split $25 million 
over four years, with Cal Poly Pomona using its half for the rocket lab. 
Other donors have stepped up to help, including Boeing.

Another group of aerospace engineering students have their 
eye on a space mission of a different kind. The student-led Bronco 
Space Club launched two miniature satellites into space in 2022 — 
one designed to detect nascent fires and another to showcase the 
capability of a CubeSat to conduct complex data analysis in orbit. 

Cold flow testing on liquid rocket engine

CubeSat technology in the clean room

e-VTOL (electric vertical take off and landing) aircraft


