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Introduction Attractive Pictures

This study Is testing a theory proposed by Melvyn Kalb which says
that the person who Is most likely to Initiate a divorce Is the person
for whom the “view of the alternative, namely, being single” (Kalb,
1983) 1s most favorable. In other words, when both people in the
couple visualize how successful they would be at finding another
partner If they were single, there iIs usually one who iIs more
confident and one who is less confident about future success. The
spouse for whom single life would be more successful, according to
Kalb, is least likely to fight for a marriage that is failing because they Unattr
have a relatively high confidence they could easily find a new
partner. The current study tested this hypothesis by looking at the
degree to which percelved attractiveness influenced the participant's
opinions about whether or not a couple should end their relationship.
This study also examined whether or not participants find one gender
more attractive than the other. There is already a significant amount
f research about the differences in attraction between the genders

t none of the studies really address if there Is one preferred gendel

IS study, It 1S Important to know which partner has the better
\ative but 1t iIs also worth looking at whether or not there |
oredisposition to having a more favorable alternative.

Methods

S In this study were all students at the @
ersity, Pomona who were all recrui
database known as SONA. The

2 participants.

ted online. All three ¢
acing the possib
a 15 1item Lik
nce of attr
ole.




