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This is our classroom.

focus
The Story of Us

Four alumni couples share their Bronco love connection
By Esther Chou

Cal Poly Pomona may be best known for its hands-on approach to
education, but college is more than academics. It’s also about personal
connections and lifelong relationships.
Panorama sat down with four alumni couples who shared how they
met at Cal Poly Pomona and what sparked their connection.
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Eric and Janetta McDowell

As undergraduates, Eric McDowell and Janetta Dismuke ran in different
circles on campus. Janetta was a track and field athlete, and Eric was a
leader in the Black Student Union, ASI and an engineering club. What brought
them together was their work as housing supervisors and carpooling.
“During the time that I was a resident advisor [in the residence halls]
and he was a community advisor [at the University Village], the staffs
were really close. We would get together pretty frequently within our
respective staff teams,” says Janetta (’97, liberal studies).
After commencement, they worked in student affairs at Cal Poly
Pomona, enrolled in the same master’s program at Cal State Long Beach
and became carpool buddies. About a year later, they began dating.
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“I had been praying for a significant other,” says Eric (’97,
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engineering technology). “The Lord finally said, ‘Stupid, that person is
right in front of you. She’s been riding with you forever.’”
In 2001, the couple were married in the old Kellogg stables (Union
Plaza). Over the years, Janetta served as the Rose Float senior coordinator, and Eric was the assistant director of the
Maximizing Engineering Potential program in the College of Engineering.
They now have three young daughters, Erica, Erinn and Eriana, who are also no strangers to campus, having
attended the Pumpkin Festival, commencement and cultural graduations, as well as many events hosted by the Office
of Student Life & Cultural Centers.
“We met here and got married here,” Eric says. “This is actually just like home for us.”

Joe Guerra and Amy McCoy-Guerra

Perhaps it was fate or simply a meeting of like minds when Joe Guerra and Amy McCoy became friends through a
study group for a real estate finance course. Six students signed up, but only two, Joe and Amy, showed up for the first
meeting. The couple married about two years later in 1985, not long after receiving their bachelor’s degrees in finance,
real estate and law.
Early on, Amy says, she recognized Joe’s leadership potential and encouraged him to pursue an MBA over a law
degree. “Joe is a go-getter,” Amy says. “You could tell he was going to go places. Anyone who knew him saw that he
was really motivated and worked very hard.”
(Continued on page 2)

Extracurricular
Activity
We all have moments
that define our future. For
me, it was the suggestion of
some friends in Morganton,
North Carolina, to have lunch
with this young woman. I
was a faculty member at the
local university and having
the time of my life. And
28 years later, it turns out
meeting Betty Faye Howard
was the most significant
thing to ever happen to me.
We often say that the
Cal Poly Pomona experience
is not exclusive to the
classroom. This issue of
Panorama introduces some
alumni couples who struck
gold twice, getting a great
education and a partner in life.
Remember the days when life on campus was
pretty slow in the summertime? Not anymore. This
issue also explores the busy summers at Cal Poly
Pomona. Students and faculty are working on
research projects, incoming students are on campus
practically every week for orientation, athletic
camps abound, and numerous international groups
are enrolled in the English Language Institute.
These opportunities to actively engage on
campus are very important. You never know
when a meeting becomes a pivotal moment in
your life. For me, a lunch date was the start of a
lifelong partnership. In February, our daughter
Megan and her husband, Alex, will welcome our
first grandchild into the world. I hope your life is
equally filled with rewards.

Michael Ortiz • President
president@csupomona.edu.

quicktakes

(Cover Story continued from page 1)
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Fresh Produce Year-Round at Hydroponics Lab
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Paul and Tina Viver

Joe says he saw similar qualities in Amy. “Amy stood out head and shoulders above everyone else,” he says.
After more than 25 years together, Joe and Amy say their partnership and support for one another is the
foundation of their professional and personal success.
Joe, who is president and CEO of Sequoia Golf Holdings, calls his wife a “great confidant and advisor.” He
admires how she has balanced life as a business executive and a mother to four children, including two stepchildren.
He also respects that she has become a role model for other career-minded women.
“Amy has been very instrumental, especially in the mentoring of the young women in our business,” Joe says.
“She’s assertive, professional and a great leader.”
While Joe and Amy claim equal share in raising their four now-adult children, they also credit their own parents
for providing loving homes. “It’s really all of us together,” Joe says. “The way I feel about it, Amy gets 25 percent
credit, I get 25 percent, and our parents get 50 percent.”
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Allen and Kim Man
Allen and Kim Manalansan

The first thing Kim Sour Sem noticed about Allen
Manalansan was his hair.
“Back then, a lot of the kids had the Sonic the
Hedgehog hairstyle,” says Kim, who shared a strength
training class with Allen 10 years ago. “It’s like he stuck his
finger in the electric socket and his hair went poof!”
Two weeks later, Allen (’05, civil engineering)
shaved off his afro, and his bald head provided the
perfect conversation starter. The couple began dating
about a month later.
Kim (’05, communication) vividly remembers
spending long days on campus while her boyfriend and
Paul and Tina Viveros
carpool buddy worked on engineering projects, usually
There are differing accounts of how Paul Viveros and Tina Melkonian met and became friends. Tina, a management
leaving around midnight or later. Allen often relaxed at
and human resources alumna, remembers sharing a handful of business classes and working together on projects. But her
the local Starbucks, waiting for Kim to close up shop for
husband has a far different story.
the night. After commencement, their busy schedules
“Paul thinks that I was taken by his looks,” she says. “He thinks I picked up his class schedule and added all the
continued with Kim putting in many hours at her job and
courses that he had.”
Allen working full time in Orange County and driving
However they met, the couple soon learned they had much in common: Both transferred from community colleges, are
twice a week to UCLA for graduate studies.
deeply loyal to their families, and have ambitious spirits. After graduation in 1992, they
“We were each other’s first boyfriend and girlfriend,
maintained a long-distance relationship when Paul moved to Washington to
so we didn’t know what we were doing or if this was
work for Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratories.
how it was supposed to be, but we were best friends
“We graduated Saturday, I flew out Sunday, and I started
so it felt right,” says Kim.
working Monday,” says Paul, a hospitality management alumnus and
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Finding locally grown produce year-round is becoming much easier. The College of Agriculture recently began to expand its
hydroponics operation, which offers locally grown produce to the public through the Farm Store.
Part learning laboratory and part research space, the 4,200-square-foot hydroponic greenhouse at AGRIscapes grows
tomatoes, lettuce, bell peppers, cilantro, basil and watercress. Earlier this year, it began cultivating ghost peppers, which are
some of the hottest in the world.
Hydroponic greenhouse agriculture, which involves growing plants without soil, requires less water and fertilizer
and yields larger harvests. Often, the plants have extended
seasons and produce multiple harvests. The method cycles
nutrient-rich water over the plant roots, which grow in non-soil
materials such as processed coconut husks, sand, rocks or gravel.
Kirk Weatherton, a plant sciences student who helps maintain
the greenhouse farm, says hydroponics require higher start-up and
labor costs compared with traditional agriculture, but the payoffs are worth the
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Pinpoint

Photo courtesy of University Archives

Two students relax in their Casa de las Palmitas dorm room.
The traditional residence hall opened in 1968 and initially
housed 175 women. At that time, 1,200 students (about 20
percent of the university population) lived on campus.
Today, three housing communities provide more than 3,500
spaces for residents. Traditional residence halls house 1,250
students, residential suites house 1,000 students, and the
University Village apartments house 1,300 students.
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About 1,025 faculty and staff campus
workstations are being equipped with smart
power strips that will save the university $18,600
in energy costs annually.
Similar in appearance to a standard power
strip, the smart version comes with an infrared
sensor that detects when someone is at a
workstation. Thirty minutes after the person
leaves, the smart strip powers down, with the
exception of those outlets designated as “always
on.” Electricity is restored when it senses a
person has returned.
Southern California Edison is covering the
cost of the smart power strips (about $48 each) and
installation. The company will perform follow-up
checks and audit the program’s effectiveness.
“I think it’s a win-win for everybody,” says
George Lwin, manager of energy services. “For
every 1,000 smart strips we use, we reduce our
carbon output by 110 metric tons, which is like
planting 2,600 trees or taking 23 cars off the road.”
The strips are expected to save an estimated
155,000 kWh of electricity annually.

Major Upgrade for Music Recording Studios
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Flashback

Offices Wise Up With
‘Smart’ Power Strips

The payoffs of hydroponically grown produce
are worth the extra effort, says plant sciences
senior Kirk Weatherton.

In Memoriam

Former kinesiology and health promotion
Professor Lynne Emery passed away in March.
Emery was the first female professor hired to teach
in the health and physical education department.
She retired in 1997 after 29 years on campus.
Charles Stapleton, former professor emeritus
of urban and regional planning, died in September
2010. He was 87. Stapleton taught in the College of
Environmental Design from 1973 to 1989, serving as
department chair from 1976 to 1977.
Animal and veterinary science Professor
Emeritus Eugene Keating, 83, died in May. Keating
taught for 34 years and was department chair from
1971 to 1978. He advised the rodeo team and helped
found the Kellogg-Voorhis Chapter of Gamma Sigma
Delta Honor Society.
John Francis, business management professor
emeritus, died in April at 85. Francis established
the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation in 1966 and was
its first executive director. He also helped establish
half of the auxiliary CSU organizations and served
as legal counsel for the nonprofits.

The music department unveiled dramatic improvements to its recording studios: new Mac
Pro computers, ProTools HD9 software, enhanced acoustic treatment, additional
professional quality microphones, Lipinski 505 speakers and a headphone
monitoring system.
“Almost every student in the music department ends up in the recording studios
for one reason or another,” says music Professor Arthur Winer. “The studios are in
constant use during the school year and are very important to the music department.”
Music alumni have said that working in a professional atmosphere makes a
difference in their careers. Their experience at Cal Poly Pomona’s recording studio
allowed them to be more at ease and gain the trust of their employers in a “real world”
studio environment.

Student Teams Perform Well at Competitions
Several Cal Poly Pomona student
teams brought home accolades at national
competitions this spring.
The Formula SAE Racing team came in 12th
place overall in an international competition
that drew 80 teams from around the world. While
some schools export a large amount of the car’s
construction, the Broncos built about 90 percent
of its car.
The Baja SAE team won the prestigious
four-hour endurance race to finish fourth overall
at the SAE international event in Pittsburg, Kan.,
in May. The team built the car from scratch, with
the exception of the engine and wheels.
The university’s American Society of
Civil Engineers chapter finished fourth at the
National Concrete Canoe Competition. The team
competed with 23 of the top teams in the country
at the University of Evansville in Indiana in June.
The National Model United Nations team received the Distinguished Delegation Award for its
performance at the annual conference in New York. The conference simulates a U.N. meeting, with about
3,000 students from 300 colleges worldwide participating. Cal Poly Pomona has won the Distinguished
Delegation Award seven times and the Outstanding Delegation Award five times.
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visions
Entering College
with Confidence
Summer Bridge Familiarizes
Underrepresented Students
with University Life
By Abigail Inman

The Campaign for
Leave your mark.

How to be a Bronco
During the three-week program, students live on
campus, listen to lectures, bond with others and find
out what resources they can tap.

Research That Never Rests
Active Inquiry Takes Place Beneath the Calm of Summer

Devon Graves entered the Summer Bridge program with
By Tim Lynch
a fear of college common among incoming freshmen.
“People say you’ll get lost, that you’re one of
The campus can appear almost deserted at times during the summer — but looks are deceiving. Duck
20,000,” Graves said. “Now I’m one of only 96.”
your head into one of the ubiquitous science or engineering labs, and you will most likely see students
Graves described his growth and new confidence as
peering into microscopes, calibrating equipment, conducting experiments or analyzing their findings.
a participant in the Summer Bridge program, which gives
Summer is a boom time for scores of student researchers to focus on a project without having to dash off
incoming freshmen from historically underrepresented
to class or study for tests.
groups a chance to familiarize themselves with college
“Most faculty in science or engineering have students working in their labs in varying capacities,” says
life and bond with other newcomers. An emotional
Alex
Small, an assistant professor of physics who organizes summer seminars at which students can see
closing ceremony on July 7 capped off the three-week
what
others are doing. He says hands-on learning is essential to gaining knowledge.
high school-to-college transition experience for the
“I can teach a certain amount of trouble-shooting in a lab class, but the process is just fundamentally
students, who often are among the first in their families
different in research, because we’re working on something where the answer is not yet known,”
to attend college.
Small says. “That, to me, is the best reason to have students in research: It’s the ultimate in learn by
Students decorated the walls of the Ursa Minor
doing. Additionally, I can show things that are far more cutting-edge than you’ll see in a textbook.”
Suite in the Bronco Student Center with handmade
Mechanical engineering major Brian Ramirez, who lives in the Residential Suites, relishes the opportunity
collages covered with pictures, inspirational quotes and
to focus exclusively on his research, which involves “creep testing” composites in the materials lab.
personal goals. Some quotes were humorous — “The
“I’m not worried about classes this time of year,” he says. “I can come in at odd hours to check things
tassel is worth the hassle!” — while others were more
since I’m just five minutes away.”
serious. Thinking of her younger siblings, one student
He is not only meticulously testing epoxy and carbon fiber specimens for their durability and breaking
wrote: “I know they look up to me.”
points, he also built the specimens, as well as the mechanical rig that tests them. A first-generation college
Participants also gave testimonials about their
student, the senior plans to enter a doctoral program, with a long-term goal of working as a researcher at Jet
Summer Bridge experience.
Propulsion Laboratory.
“This program is my crossing over to being a
Across campus, in the College of Science, Deandre King is studying muscle tissue using adenosine
successful, resilient young lady,” said Teaira Martin, an
triphosphate, a molecule that acts as a microscopic power plant to generate energy. Commonly known as
undeclared major. “So many people have fought for our
ATP, the compound has long been known to exist inside the muscle cell, but its presence outside is a recent
right to have an education. Now go out and utilize that.”
discovery, one made by King’s faculty mentor, biology Assistant Professor Andrew Voss.
Bianca Valle, the program’s residence life
Understanding muscle fatigue is still in many ways a mystery, says King, a senior and McNair Scholar
coordinator, spoke through tears in her closing words to
who plans to attend medical school. Teamwork is intrinsic to many research projects, and he is quick to
the students: “You are all the authors of your own life
credit his peers and professors for his growing understanding of the topic.
“I like knowing how the body works, that things happen for a reason, even if we don’t know the reason
story. Go out and write it.”
yet,” King says.
During the program, students lived on campus,
Projects and personalities vary widely, but student researchers are bound by a common trait: unabashed
experienced college academics, learned about resources
enthusiasm for their work.
available to them and bonded with others. Professors
Catherine C. Ploneda, a chemical engineering major, talks about polylactic acid with the same intensity
gave lectures and seminars on what to expect at Cal Poly
that many people reserve for their favorite reality show or sports team, but there’s a lot more at stake than a
Pomona, and students participated in a public speaking
winning season. The polymer, commonly known as PLA, could be a game-changer in the food industry, and
boot camp. They also wrote a paper on education and
her research helps lay the foundation for commercial applications.
social justice and gave a presentation to their peers.
“My goal is to create a non-petroleum-based plastic that also inhibits bacterial growth,” she says. “PLA
Summer Bridge, which is free to participants,
used in food wrap would be biodegradable and could make food storage safer.”
receives its funding from external
In a way, the lab is her kitchen, and she’s trying to devise the
grants, donations and the university’s
“I like knowing how the body works, that things happen for a
perfect recipe using PLA and magnesium oxide, the antibacterial
general fund.
reason, even if we don’t know the reason yet,” says Deandre
agent. Some samples are too thin or tear;
“Through lectures, workshops
King, a McNair Scholar who is studying muscle fatigue.
others allow bacteria to fester; but some
and personal development
look promising. That’s the essence of
opportunities, the Summer Bridge
research, finding what works and doesn’t
program helps high school students
work, and building on that new knowledge,
transform into college students,”
she says.
says Thavery Lay-Bounpraseuth,
“I want to do something that’s
academic advisor for Student
hard,” she says. “I feel like I can really
Support & Equity Programs. “Our
accomplish something.”
goal is for students to develop the
And it doesn’t have to wait until the fall.
necessary skills to be confident and
successful at Cal Poly Pomona.”
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Campaign Nears
Two-Thirds of Goal

Expanded Summer Orientation Primes New Students for College
By Esther Chou

Becoming a college student doesn’t happen overnight, nor does it happen in isolation. When freshmen come to Cal Poly
Pomona for summer orientation, they may look like college students, but that doesn’t mean they feel like one or act
the part.
“These students don’t feel like Broncos yet because they still need to return their cufflinks from prom,” says Traci
Lew, senior coordinator of orientation services. It’s an image she often paints when training orientation leaders who
will help new students begin the transition from high school to college.
This summer, about 3,100 freshmen learned that college encompasses more than going to class, living in a
residence hall or meeting new people. It’s also about setting goals for their education, knowing whom to ask for help,
developing self-discipline, and building relationships with faculty and peers that can last a lifetime.
During the three days and two nights, newcomers tour the campus, meet with their academic advisors,
register for classes, and learn about student government and clubs. They receive a hands-on lesson in navigating
BroncoDirect, the all-important online system that manages course enrollment, accounting, financial aid and other
administrative necessities.
In addition, each freshman is matched with an orientation leader and group, giving participants the opportunity
to bond with their peers. Though the time is short, making connections is a critical first step.
“Our goal is to give students a snapshot of what’s to come,” Lew says. “This is just an introduction to campus.
We hope that their connections at orientation will enable them to seek out the resources that will keep them on track
toward a timely graduation.”
Snah Desai, a freshman business student, says he was nervous at first about getting classes and staying on track
to graduate in four years. Meeting with his advisors calmed his fears and assured him of his next steps.
“I got a lot of information about what I need to do. The advisors are open, and they want us to come in once a
quarter to talk about our future plans,” he says. “It was really nice to hear that.”
When summer orientation became mandatory for all new students in 2004, it included two full days, later adding
an overnight stay. This year, all freshmen were required to participate in the two-night sleepover. It’s important to feel
socially accepted and comfortable on campus before starting fall quarter, Lew says.
“The overnight experience eases their concerns about making friends and fitting in. Then, students can
concentrate on the really important stuff: getting classes, applying for financial aid, adjusting to college life and
learning to be academically successful,” Lew says.
Orientation was a tremendously effective launching pad for Jessica Smith, a third-year psychology student. She made
friends, learned about the international psychology honor society and signed up for the four-year graduation pledge program.
“I’m kind of a shy person, so it takes me a few times of seeing people to talk to them. Orientation helped me feel
more comfortable on campus,” says Smith, who serves as historian for Psi Chi. “Orientation is a really fun time as long as
you keep yourself open.”
Whether it’s through group activities (above) or a tour of campus (below),
incoming freshmen are getting a snapshot of what life on campus is all about.

Through gifts both large and small, Cal Poly
Pomona has raised close to $100 million toward its
$150 million comprehensive fundraising campaign.
The Campaign for Cal Poly Pomona strives to
ensure that a quality college education is within
reach for future generations of students. The
campaign will strengthen the university’s ability to
provide a hands-on education, to prepare students
for the changing demands of the workplace, and to
increase research and scholarship opportunities.
The fundraising campaign relies on the support of
the entire campus community — from alumni to
faculty and staff to friends of the university. For more
information, visit http://campaign.csupomona.edu/.

Want to Show Support? Take a Seat
The university is revitalizing Kellogg Gym,
and supporters will have a chance to display their
Bronco Pride by purchasing a nameplate inscribed
with their name, a company name or the name of
someone they want to honor.
“This seating campaign is a one-of-a-kind
opportunity to leave your mark in support of the
Broncos,” says Brandon Raphael, director of
development for athletics.
The historic home of the men’s and women’s
basketball teams — winners of a combined six
national championships — will look vastly different
once the improvements are completed in September.
Gone will be the old, wooden bleachers. Nearly
2,400 seats will surround all four sides of the court,
giving fans a greater viewing experience. About a
third of them will be individual stadium-style seats.
Other significant improvements include a modern
lighting system, and new portable and professionalstyle basketball hoops. The court was refurbished
before last season.
Seat naming opportunities begin at $250. To join
the seating campaign, call (909) 869-2825.

Library Wants Friends to Check It Out
The newly formed Friends of the Library is
recruiting members who want to help enhance the
library’s vast resources.
Volunteers assist with oral history interviews
and photograph identification for the University
Archives. They also serve in the library docent
program, special exhibits and the new Library Used
Bookshop. Located on the fourth floor, the bookshop
runs entirely on volunteers and donated materials.
Books, CDs and DVDs are sold for $2 or less, and
proceeds go to the library.
For more information, visit http://bit.ly/
libraryfriend, call (909) 869-4670 or email
aemorgan@csupomona.edu.

Matching Gift Program Returns
New alumni donors will make double the
difference this fall.
The Alumni Association will resume its matching
fund program in November. Last year, the group
established a $100,000 matching fund for new donors
and successfully launched the three-year endeavor.
Through the program, a $25 gift becomes $50, a $100
gift becomes $200 and so on for gifts up to $1,000.
For more information, call the Cal Poly Pomona
Annual Fund at (909) 869-4231.
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achievers
Taking the Bait up a Notch

laurels

How Alumnus Gary Yamamoto Turned His Fishing
Passion into a Lucrative International Business
By Marisa Demers
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Photo courtesy of Gary Yamamoto Custom Baits

Gary Yamamoto (’72, data processing) may seem like a quiet-natured man nearing his 70s, but in the world of sport bass
fishing he’s an undeniable rock star.
Yamamoto, one of the world’s best bass fishermen for more than a quarter-century, has attracted a large
following of fans who line up to get his autograph and to take a photo with him. In Japan, where he was one of the
first Westerners to share his bass fishing skills and techniques, his celebrity status is on another level.
Yamamoto is more than a celebrity fisherman. The Hawaiian native has leveraged his popularity into creating
a lucrative business selling lures and other fishing tackle for his company, Gary Yamamoto Custom Baits Inc. When
he started his business in the 1980s, Yamamoto was an innovator in the fishing industry because his lures closely
resembled live bait such as worms, crawdads and lizards that fish want to bite.
“Fishing has always been in my blood,” Yamamoto says. “I’ve been fishing since I was 3 or 4. This is what I was
meant to do.”
His path to becoming a successful entrepreneur, however, was circuitous. First, Yamamoto had to decide what he
didn’t want in life before he could find his niche.
As a business student, Yamamoto thought his future was in electronics, and soon after graduation he found a job
selling business equipment for Burroughs Corp.
Although Yamamoto excelled, he quickly realized that the office culture didn’t suit him. In Oahu, his family owned
a taro farm, and his father freelanced as a mason. Yamamoto admired how his father created his work schedule
without answering to a boss, and he yearned for a similar lifestyle. After reading in the newspaper that a campground
was for sale in Page, Ariz., Yamamoto seized the opportunity. It was no coincidence that Page is home to Lake Powell
and its abundant bass fishing.
“My sisters thought I was nuts,” Yamamoto recalls. “I had two kids and a wife and I was about to sell our home
and borrow money to run a business, when I had no experience with owning a business. I just upped and moved. I
knew it was the right thing to do.”
When Yamamoto wasn’t tending to his modest-sized campground, he was on his boat fishing. Soon, he was
entering competitions and developing an edge. With the curiosity of a scientist, Yamamoto handcrafted his own lures. He
experimented with several prototypes until he was satisfied that his lures resembled the movement and color of live bait.
Yamamoto’s reputation as a sport fisherman and his oversupply of lures inadvertently brought him into the fishing business.
Buoyed by his ingenuity and with a dauntless spirit of promotion, he set his sights on an untapped market — Japan.
Yamamoto bought a state-of-the-art bass boat, sent it overseas on a Boeing 747 and launched competitive bass
fishing. By awarding the boat as first prize in the Gary Yamamoto Open, he generated so much excitement in the sport
that he was virtually able to name his price with Japanese retailers interested in his line of products. “If you want
this, you will want to carry all the colors,” he told them, which they did.
Now, Yamamoto’s production facility creates 5,000 different products for customers as far away as Zimbabwe,
Australia and South Korea.
Even with his tremendous accomplishments, Yamamoto designs new products with the same zest and scientific
methodology that has brought him success. He tests prototypes for two years before introducing them to the marketplace,
and he snorkels at the
bottom of lakes to study the
natural movement of fish.
Yamamoto attributes
his keen business approach
Gary Yamamoto, an international celebrity
in part to his education at
in the world of sport bass fishing, has built
a successful business through innovation.
Cal Poly Pomona.
“I learned it’s not
about how smart you are,
it’s about how innovative
you can be.”

All-American Travis Taijeron seized the opportunity
to play professional baseball for the Brooklyn
Cyclones, the Mets’ Class A minor league team.

All-American
Enters the Pros
By Aaron Castrejon
Near the sandy beaches of Coney Island in
Brooklyn, former Broncos powerhouse Travis
Taijeron is right back where he started: playing
baseball, all day, every day.
Taijeron was selected by the New York Mets
in the 18th round of the draft June 7 and is playing
with the Brooklyn Cyclones, the Mets’ Class A
minor league team.
A transfer from Southwestern College in Chula
Vista, Taijeron played with the Broncos in 2010 and
2011. He capped his collegiate experience with
a slew of regional and national honors including
NCAA Division II All-American and CCAA Male
Athlete of the Year. The communication major still
has graduation in his sights, but he chose to pursue
professional baseball when opportunity knocked.
Taijeron credits the focus Cal Poly Pomona
instilled in him in the classroom for his on-field
success. “My time in the classroom made me more
disciplined,” he says.
The outfielder was initially a bit overwhelmed by
playing professionally 2,900 miles from home.
“I was a little nervous coming out here for the
first couple of days,” Taijeron says. “Mainly, the
biggest change I’ve had to make is … to relax more. I
sometimes stress myself out.”
His stress quickly subsided.
He was named the Cyclones’ Mobile Player of
the Week for June 17-24 with a .333 batting average,
three runs scored and three runs batted in. In August,
he was selected to play in the league’s all-star game.
The Cyclones’ stadium, MCU Park, holds 7,500
fans. Playing for near-capacity crowds is thrilling, the
22-year-old says.
“It really gets your adrenaline going. You want
to go out and perform every single at-bat and get that
crowd going wild,” Taijeron says. “It’s a lot more fun
playing in front of big crowds.”
Taijeron has meshed with his new teammates,
who reside in the same dorm-like dwellings.
“Everything here is just so quick,” Taijeron says
of the New York lifestyle. “In San Diego, everything is
laid back. Everything out here is constantly going.”
Taijeron has had little time to experience his
new surroundings, since he spends most of his
days practicing.
“[We play] baseball, baseball, baseball every
day,” Taijeron says. “You lose track of days when
you’re out here.”
And he wouldn’t want it any other way.

Alumnus Dave Brown (’96, behavioral sciences) was
sworn in as Hemet’s police chief. A native of Hemet,
he had previously served as the city’s interim police
chief since 2010.
Alumna Virginia Grebbien (‘86, civil engineering)
was appointed president of Parsons Water &
Infrastructure Inc., a primary business unit of Parsons
Corporation. She is responsible for the unit’s global
operations, including sales and marketing.
Saul Landau, professor emeritus and an
internationally known scholar, author, commentator
and filmmaker, was honored in March with the Felix
Elmuza Distinction, the highest decoration granted
by the Union of Cuban Journalists.
Accounting Professor David Rice was selected to
be chair of the Income and Family Tax Committee,
a division of the American Bar Association that
provides educational programs for tax attorneys
across the country.
Plant sciences Professor David Still was an
E. (Kika) de la Garza Fellowship participant for
2011. He collaborated with scientists from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s research service to
learn about state-of-the-art agricultural research.
Alumna Kay Wilson-Bolton (’68, business
administration) was named Ventura County’s
Woman of the Year. She was instrumental in helping
Santa Paula nonprofits open a homeless shelter as
well as a meals program.
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Fall Career Fairs

Oct. 11-12 — Hundreds of employers will take part
in job fairs in the University Quad from 10:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. The Career Fair will be Oct. 11, and the
Engineering/High-Tech Job Fair will be Oct. 12. For
details, call (909) 869-2342.

‘Persian Visions’ Exhibit

Oct. 11-Dec. 3 — The W. Keith & Janet Kellogg
University Art Gallery will showcase the work of 20
contemporary Iranian photographers. For details, call
(909) 869-4302.

Matt’s Run 5K

Oct. 15 — Cal Poly Pomona will host the sixth annual
Matthew Myers Memorial 5K Run/Walk supporting
student scholarships. For details, see event feature
story below or visit www.mattsrun.org.

Pumpkin Festival and Insect Fair

Oct. 15-16 — Pick from thousands of pumpkins and
enjoy fresh food and family-friendly activities at the
annual Pumpkin Festival, sponsored by the College
of Agriculture. Admission to the festival, which runs

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., is free. The Insect Fair, held in
the Bronco Student Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., will
feature nearly 500,000 live and preserved insects.
Admission to the Insect Fair is $6 for adults, $4 for
children ages 3-12 and free for children under 3. For
details, call (909) 869-2215.

Alumni Association
Annual Golf Tournament

Oct. 24 — Play a round of golf while supporting student
scholarships at Cal Poly Pomona’s annual Alumni
Association Golf Tournament, held at South Hills Country
Club in West Covina. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. For details,
visit http://bit.ly/AlumniGolf2011 or call (909) 869-2963.

‘Social Media in Business’

Nov. 3 — Beverly Macy, author and social media
marketing expert, will kick off the 2011-12 Executive
Speaker Series. Macy will discuss “Social Media in
Business” at 6 p.m. at the Kellogg West Conference
Center. RSVP to (909) 869-2963 or
cpalumni@csupomona.edu.

Honoring Matt’s Legacy by Staying the Course
By Tim Lynch

Matt’s Run, a celebratory 5K run/walk that unites hundreds of participants, has become
a fall tradition on campus. But three people who will walk the course on Oct. 15 come
with a special purpose.
Kevin and Chris Myers and their daughter, Jenna, are there for Matt.
Matt Myers, a communications major, died tragically in 2005 after a car struck
him on campus. His family started Matt’s Run a year later to honor his memory,
raise money for scholarships and inspire recipients to do what Matt had set out to
accomplish.
“Matt was destined to do something to help people,” Kevin says of his son. “We
hope that those who receive a scholarship in turn help others.”
Scholarships are awarded to those who meet challenges, such as being
responsible for siblings or raising their own children.
“As I walk the course, I just remember that you have to overcome the things life
throws at you,” says Chris. “The path may not be easy, but you continue to turn the bad
to good.”
Jenna graduated last spring with a degree in English literature and language, and she says she felt Matt’s presence
at her commencement ceremony. “I obviously was very sad, but I felt his love through other people. … Being there for
others — that’s what matters.”
The event begins at 8 a.m. (7:30 a.m. check-in) and is open to participants of all ages. Early registration is $30, or
$15 with a student ID. Same-day registration will be available at 6:30 a.m. for an additional $5.
To register or learn more about Matt’s Run, see www.mattsrun.org.
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