
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

RUSSEL BENDEL JR. 
’05 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
Vine/Ironwood/Olea/Sapphire, owner

JAE CHANG 
’96 HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
Gen Korean BBQ House, CEO 

JEFF DURHAM 
’89 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
Redwood Riverwalk Hotel/Gentleman 
Farmer Wines/The Passport Group/
Haversack Hospitality, founder and principal

THE COLLINS COLLEGE OF HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

MICHELE GENDREAU* 
’83 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
The Walt Disney Company, director of food & 
beverage experience integration Disneyland Resort
 

PILAR HAMIL  
’97 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
Disneyland Paris, vice president

KIRK JONES
’92 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
BGGMC LLC, consulting chief financial 
officer & shareholder

KAREN WETHERHOLT  
’92 HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
Illumina, vice president, talent

DON B. HUNTLEY COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
TERESA BECKER  
’07 APPAREL MERCHANDISING MANAGEMENT
Heart of Haute, designer and owner

BRETT CHANDLER
’86 AGRICULTURAL BIOLOGY
Associates Insectary, president/general manager

WILLIAM BUNNETT  
’59 ANIMAL SCIENCE
Energy Feeds International, LLC, CEO

JOE WOLOSZ 
’92 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
Redwood Riverwalk Hotel/Gentleman Farmer 
Wines/The Passport Group/Haversack 
Hospitality, founder and principal

JANET ERICKSON
’80 FOOD & NUTRITION
48 North Supply Chain Consulting, owner

RICHARD FRENCER  
’67 AGRONOMY
Rhone Poulenc Ag Co., independent food 
production professional (retired)

TONY AND SUE GODFREY
’69 AND ’70, AGRONOMY & FOODS & NUTRITION
Olive Hill Greenhouses, owners

W.B. “BUTCH” LINDLEY*
’67 AGRONOMY
J & L Farms, partner

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
MARISSA ANDRADA   
’89 BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Chipotle Mexican Grill, former chief 
diversity, inclusion and people officer

GEOFFREY OKAMOTO 
’08 COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Goldman Sachs, managing director

DIANE MILLER   
’81 INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Northrop Grumman Corporation, director of 
InfoSec and cyber initiatives (retired)

DOROTHY ROBERTS* 
’68 BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
’78 MASTER’S IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Ballard & Tighe Publishers, executive consultant 

RUTH SINGELYN
’84 INFORMATION SYSTEMS
California Lutheran University, Community 
Counseling Services, associate marriage & 
family therapist

DAVID SINGELYN   
’84 ACCOUNTING 
American Homes 4 Rent, CEO/trustee

PAWAN TOMKORIA 
’84 MASTER’S IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
PNAB Advisors, LLC, owner and managing director

LANCE WILLIAMS
’91 FINANCE, REAL ESTATE & LAW
Williams Homes, founder and CEO

* Recipient of the Alumni Association’s Distinguished Alumni Lifetime Achievement Award



COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND INTEGRATIVE STUDIES
SERGIO CUAUHTEMOC 
CHAVEZ SR.   
’12 MASTER’S IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Fontana Unified School District, principal

DR. WILLARD LEWALLEN 
’78 DOCTORATE IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Hartnell Community College District, 
superintendent/president

MARIBEL GARCIA    
’04 ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP 
CREDENTIAL
El Monte City School District, superintendent 

DR. KATHRINE MORILLO-SHONE 
’15 DOCTORATE IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
Pomoma Unified School District,                     
director of equity and professional development

DR. JANELLE WOODWARD  
’87 COMMUNICATIONS
’15 DOCTORATE IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
TRIGroup, Inc., director
Cal Poly Pomona, adjunct faculty

BAILEE RAD   
’04 GENDER, ETHNICITY & 
MULTICULTURAL STUDIES
Lavanderia Clasica, founder and owner

DR. EDWARD A. ZUNIGA  
’96 HISTORY
’00 DOCTORATE IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
El Monte Union High School District, superintendent

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
AHMED AL-KHATIB    
’83 ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING
AGILINE Software, LLC, founder &          
executive chairman

GANPAT I. PATEL 
’70 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Ganpat University, president

KEVIN GRUNDY    
’79 ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING
’82 MASTER’S IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
Opsis Health, president and chief          
executive officer

CLARK D. RUCKER  
’82 ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
The Boeing Company, director, Phantom 
Works Quality (retired)

PATRICIA WAGNER 
’84 CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Sempra Energy, group president of U.S. utilities (retired)

LEANNE SWANSON   
’01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Southern California Edison, director of safety

COLLEGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
DONALD BRINKERHOFF   
’52 ORNAMENTAL HORTICULTURE (DECEASED)
Lifescapes International, founder/CEO/FASLA

CYNTHIA NELSON 
’82 URBAN PLANNING
FTI Consulting, senior managing director, 
corporate finance & restructuring

RAYMOND K. CHENG AIA     
’74 ARCHITECTURE
Cedars-Sinai, associate director, facilities 
planning, design and construction

WENDY ROGERS
’88 ARCHITECTURE
LPA Design Studios, CEO/CTO

JULIANA TERIAN    
’80 ARCHITECTURE
Curran Architects and Planners, founder  
Rallye Motor Company, president and CEO

DANIELLE TAKATA HERRING 
’01 GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Dreambox Creations, co-founder and  
creative director  

LARRY GATES
’87 CIVIL ENGINEERING
DRC Engineering Inc., president

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI



COLLEGE OF LETTERS, ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
ROY CONLI    
’83 DRAMA 
Walt Disney Animation Studios, Academy 
Award-winning producer

LEE R. GODOWN
’79 POLITICAL SCIENCE
Alpex International LLC, president and CEO

FRANCOIS DE LA ROCHE      
’73 HISTORY
Emergency Humanitarian Response (retired)

DR. JOSE A. GOMEZ
’93 SOCIOLOGY
Cal State Los Angeles, provost

LINDA LOPEZ   
’92 POLITICAL SCIENCE
Impact Strategies Inc., founder, and social 
impact and philanthropic advisor

RENEE MOCHKATEL, ESQ.
’79 POLITICAL SCIENCE
Allred, Maroko & Goldberg, partner

VIOLET PALMER    
’88 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION
Pac-12/West Coast Conference/Western 
Athletic Conference, coordinator of women’s 
basketball officials

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE

JEFFREY ABRAMSON 
’95 BIOTECHNOLOGY
Institute for Stem Cell Biology and 
Regenerative Medicine at the National 
Center for Biological Sciences in Bangalore, 
India, collaborative scientific chair

ALEX CHENG 
’96, ’03 MASTER’S IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Sevenlogics, Inc., president
GOJJI Health, chief technology officer

MARIA ALVAREZ     
’95 MASTER’S IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Microsoft, vice president experimentation - 
AI platform - cloud + AI

DR. ELISHEVA AXELRAD 
GOLDSTEIN 
’74 CHEMISTRY (DECEASED)
Cal Poly Pomona, professor of chemistry

MARCO NUNEZ   
’01 KINESIOLOGY
Los Angeles Lakers, former head 
athletic trainer

MARIO SORCI  
’71 CHEMISTRY
Anesthesia Equipment Supply, founder (retired)
G. Dundas Co Inc., director of research and 
development (retired)

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

To learn more about the Distinguished Alumni Award program and view the names of honorees from previous years, visit: https://bit.ly/alumniawardsgala
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