
 
 
Geology Majors Embark on Summer Internships and Field Experiences 
Geology Department News—June 11, 2012--Geology majors are engaged in a variety of internships and 
research experiences this summer, working from localities including Alaska, Hawaii, Costa Rica, Arizona, Nevada 
and southern California.  The Geology faculty are very proud of our industrious students whose work endeavors are 
described below.  We are cultivating relationships with a wide range of industry and academic employers and 
granting agencies that provide valuable and practical work experiences for our students, and aim to provide 
opportunities for exciting field and research experiences: 

 
Internships and Summer Employment (2012) 

• Kyle Wright is traveling to Alaska to work for S. J. Geophysics, LTD.  He will assist with the logistics of an 
extensive Induced Polarization- Resistivity survey of a copper-gold property.  Kyle follows in the footsteps of 
Geology majors Josh Sargent, Brad Lawry and Greg Van Oosbree who were hired for similar internships during 
the previous two years.  Below are pictures  from last year’s endeavors:  

      
View from camp      Helicopter pickup 
 

• Rebecca Greenwood is joining the Southern California Earthquake Center/Undergraduate Studies in 
Earthquake Information Technology program 
(SCEC/UseIT) for the summer.  SCEC/UseIT interns work 
on multi-disciplinary, collaborative teams to tackle a scientific 
“Grand Challenge”, which entails performing computer 
science research that is needed by earthquake scientists or 
outreach professionals.  One reason Rebecca was competitive 
for this internship is her recent work experience on a Hawaii 
seismic research activity, piloted by Dr. Polet in 2011 (read 
more details below). The photo at the left shows Rebecca 
presenting results of that project 
 

   
• Greg Van Oosbree was accepted by the United States Forest Service internship program to assist with a 

project based in the Great Basin of western Nevada. 
 



• Andrew Barnhart and Josh Sargent (2012 graduate) are working full time as interns for Beacon Energy 
Services, Inc., based out of Long Beach, California.  Beacon provides consulting services to a variety of 
petroleum companies in the western United States.  They are also involved in a groundwater resource evaluation 
study in Utah.  
 

• Jennifer Kurashige (2012 graduate) was accepted into the GeoCorps program which places geoscience interns 
in America's public lands, including National Parks, National Forests, and Bureau of Land Management areas .  
Since April, 2012, she has been researching and collecting site information for abandoned mines in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area, Arizona.  Jennifer gained experience for this project through her senior thesis 
research in our local watersheds, San Antonio Canyon—see photos of related poster presentation and field 
work below: 

             
 
• Kacie Wellington (2012 graduate) has expanded her previous internship activities to a full-time exploration 

geologist position in Alaska.  Last summer Kacie worked as an intern for Alaska Earth Sciences, Inc., collecting 
soil, rock, and stream deposit samples on Newmont Mining Corporation’s gold property near McGrath, close to 
the Alaska Range.   Alaska Earth Sciences is a small, Anchorage-based geology company that contracts 
employees to various projects held by major mining corporations.  This summer Kacie is logging exploration 
drill core from the Noatak Exploration Project on the Red Dog Mine property (owned by Teck Resources 
Inc.).  Her duties for AES include interpreting the core, drawing cross-sections, visiting the drill site occasionally 
(via helicopter), and the occasional field day, either mapping or soil sampling.  The photos below show Kacie at 
work in the field and in the core shack:  

    
 

• Anthony Mack has designed a senior project to create a geologic map of hills surrounding his property in 
Twenty Nine Palms, California.  He visited this desert site in late May with supervisor Dr. Nourse to present his 
latest results and interpretations (see photos below).   The area contains a mineralized Miocene rhyolite 
intrusion emplaced into Precambrian gneisses and offset by late Cenozoic strike-slip faults. A couple more days 
of field work should yield enough data to write up the thesis. 



    

• In between her class work, Audra Hanks has been working during the past year as an intern for the Water 
Board. The California State Regional Water Quality Control Board is a government agency that regulates the 
quality of state waters by monitoring surface and groundwater. Audra interned with the 401 Planning Section 
and the Underground Storage Tank Section. The 401 Planning Section is concerned with permitting for altering 

a streambed or wetland area. Work for them 
included data entry of permit information and 
organization of files. The UST section is concerned 
with regulating sites with groundwater 
contamination from underground storage tanks, 
mostly petroleum hydrocarbons contaminating the 
groundwater from leaky gas stations. With that 
section, Audra helped write case closure summaries 
for sites that had fulfilled remediation, and assisted 
in organization of their database and files. With the 
UST section, she had the opportunity to go on a few 
field trips. One trip visited the Orange County 
Water District’s groundwater replenishment system, 
a facility where wastewater is treated to be potable 
drinking water for several communities in Orange 
County.  The picture at the left shows Audra at the 
groundwater replenishment system. 

 
Summer 2012 Research Activities 

 
• Hawaii Field Experience:  In July, Drs. Polet and Osborn are taking seven undergraduate Geology majors to 

the Big Island of Hawaii to deploy a network of seismometers that will monitor earthquake activity on the Koa’e 
Fault system on Kilauea volcano.  The group will be joined by Biology Assistant Professor Erin Questad and 
three of her Environmental Biology majors.  This trip is funded by the recent collaborative grant with Pasadena 
City College and builds upon a trip led by Dr. Polet in the Summer of 2011 (see photos below).  Click here for 
additional images: 
http://geology.csupomona.edu/jpolet/Jascha_Polet_at_Cal_Poly_Pomona/Hawaii_Field_Experimen
t_Photos.html 

http://geology.csupomona.edu/jpolet/Jascha_Polet_at_Cal_Poly_Pomona/Hawaii_Field_Experiment_Photos.html
http://geology.csupomona.edu/jpolet/Jascha_Polet_at_Cal_Poly_Pomona/Hawaii_Field_Experiment_Photos.html
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• Costa Rica Field Investigations of an Active Convergent Margin: Geology majors Lilibeth Wenceslao 
and Andrew Barnhart join Drs. Marshall and Osborn and Geology graduate student Shawn Morrish on a 
semi-annual excursion to Costa Rica.  Part of the study involves mapping and radiometric dating of beach sands 
and river gravels that have been uplifted during subduction-related earthquakes.  This is the third year of an 
NSF-funded project.  Additional support for Marshall’s research comes from a Cal Poly Pomona Kellogg 
Foundation grant.  The photos below show students conducting field work on a previous trip to Nicoya 
Peninsula:   
 

    
 

 


