
 
 

Geology Bachelor's Degree Recipients Bound to Graduate School 
Geology Department News—June 10, 2012—The Geology faculty present our graduating class of 2012 

and congratulate seven Bachelor of Science degree 
recipients who will start graduate school in the fall.  
Eleven Geology majors walked in this year’s graduation 
ceremony.  The photograph at the left shows most of this 
happy group with their faculty mentors (a few were 
delayed by traffic).  Geology Valedictorian Hannah Potter 
is holding the banner: 
 
 
We also laud seven of our recent graduates who are 
advancing their careers by continuing on to graduate 
school this Fall 2012.  Below are some short descriptions: 
 

• Amber Butcher (pictured below presenting poster at a recent research conference) has been accepted into 
the PhD program at USC.  She will be working with 
Assistant Professor Megan Miller.  Her fellowship is the 
Dana and David Dornsife College Merit Fellowship. She is 
currently working on the National Science Foundation 
PICASSO project: (Program to Investigate Convective 
Alboran Sea System Overturn).  This is a multi-disciplinary 
effort to understand the geodynamics of the westernmost 
margin of the Mediterranean based on geological and 
seismological imaging, petrology, and fluid dynamic 
modeling.  Amber will use S receiver functions to image 
the lithospheric boundary beneath the Atlas Mountains. 
 

    
• Brent Ritzinger is joining the Geology Department at Central Washington State University to pursue a 

Master’s degree in Structure and Tectonics.  He is currently working 
with Assistant Professor Ann Egger on a project that involves field 
work in the Klamath Mountains.  A native of Wisconsin, Brent is 
excited about moving back up north to a cooler climate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Jeff Pepin (2011 graduate) has just moved to Socorro, New Mexico where he will be modeling 
hydrogeochemical flow systems at New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology.  Jeff always 
enjoyed mathematics, so his Master’s thesis will encourage him to further develop these skills.  Jeff is very 
adept in the field and the laboratory, as shown by the photos below related to his Cal Poly Pomona 
research projects with Dr. Nourse: 

           
 

          
 
    
 

• We also had a recent visit from Kevin Kwong (2011 graduate) who has finished his first year at the 
Department of Geophysics at the University of Utah, Salt Lake City.  Kevin is very excited about the 
career prospects opened up by his graduate education.  

 
 

• Last but not least, we are very excited about the new Geology Master’s Degree program at Cal Poly 
Pomona that is starting up this September 20, 2012.  A full suite of courses is being offered Fall quarter.  
Four students of the inaugural class of ten will include recent Geology Department graduates Susana Lino, 
Hannah Potter and Josh Sargent (2012), also Celia Pazos (2011).  All of these students are quite accustomed 
to geoscience research. Below left is a picture of Susana Lino who will be expanding her senior project on 
the seismicity surrounding Cal Poly Pomona into a full—blown Master’s thesis. Hannah Potter (below 
right) showcases her gravity study of the Cal Poly Pomona campus  



        
 

Celia Pazos (below left) and Josh Sargent (below right) use some of our new Geology Department Total 
Station and gravimeter on a recent expedition to Owens valley. 
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