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seeds of chAnge
Alumnus Don B. Huntley makes a transformative gift that will 

sprout new opportunities for future generations of students. 





Razzle-Dazzle   
Jon De Leon, a Cal Poly Pomona mechanical 
engineering student and a member of the Cal 
Poly Universities Rose Float team, races to 
complete the metal framework of the 2017 Rose 
Parade entry, “A New Leaf.” The float garnered 
the Founders’ Trophy for most beautiful entry 
built and decorated by volunteers.
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STORIES BY: Ivan Alber (’16, master’s in education), Alicia Balderrama, Dana Ekhtiar, 
Diana Garcia (’12, communication), Samantha Gonzaga (’14, master’s in economics), 
Melanie Johnson (’97, English), Dan Lee, Carly Owens (’16, communication), 
Cynthia Peters, Amanda Therrien (’11, English), Emily Velasco (’10, communication) 
and Michael Walton. 
PHOTOS: Tom Zasadzinski     

UNIVERSITY
NEWS

Kellogg House Celebrates 90th Anniversary 
Kellogg House, a Cal Poly Pomona landmarK, marKed its 
90th anniversary last year.

The home was built in 1926 by breakfast cereal magnate 
and Arabian horse breeder William Keith Kellogg. Originally 
from Battle Creek, Michigan, Kellogg longed for a winter 
residence and a place to raise his Arabian horses. 

In 1925, almost 20 years after he launched Kellogg’s 
Corn Flakes, Kellogg purchased 377 acres of land in 
Pomona for $250,000. Kellogg House was built the 
following year for $150,000.

Kellogg entertained many celebrities 
of his day, including Ronald Reagan, Walt 
Disney, Will Rogers, Rudolph Valentino, 
Gary Cooper and Charles Lindbergh. Kellogg 
and his guests enjoyed walking around the 
grounds and visiting his Arabian horses. 
The ranch, including Kellogg House, was 
donated to the state of California for 
educational purposes in 1949.

Today, the mansion is open for free 
public tours the first Sunday of each 
month from November through May in 
conjunction with the horse shows at 
the W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center. 
The historic residence is used for 
weddings, birthday parties, retreats, tours 
and other special occasions, with nearly 
100 events and tours booked in 2016 
alone. Visit www.kellogghouse.com for 
tour and event information.

‘A New Leaf’ Wins Founders’ Trophy
The Cal Poly Universities’ 2017 Rose Float, “A New Leaf,” 

garnered the Founders’ Trophy for most beautiful float built by 
volunteers.

Covered in more than 60,000 fresh flowers, the 52-foot-long float 
featured three giant chameleons exploring their tropical world. 

To give the huge chameleons their bumpy texture, the team 
used 20,000 button mums, a variety of citrus and red onion. The 
detail on the eyes included a mixture of dried materials, such as 
blue corn, yellow split pea and Bougainvillea petals.

The tiered base held more than 10,000 roses intermingled 
with 8,000 Gerbera daisies. Other flowers include carnations, 
snapdragons and orchids. About 94 percent of the flowers on the 
float are California grown.

Driving the float during the Rose Parade was Cal Poly 
Pomona’s Ryan Martin, chair of the Pomona construction team and 
a senior majoring in electrical engineering.

“The experience is something I will never forget. It is definitely 
a great honor to represent the universities by driving the float,” 
Martin says.

“A New Leaf” is the 69th Rose Parade entry from Cal Poly 
Pomona and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, whose partnership has won 
57 awards.

See photos and videos of the 2017 Rose Float at bit.ly/
cpproseparade2017.

Kellogg House was built in 1926 
and used by William Keith Kellogg 
as his winter home. 

“A New Leaf” earned award No. 57 for the Rose Float partnership 
between Cal Poly Pomona and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
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Bronco Baseball Team Gets 
Ovation at Angel Stadium 
in Celebration of tHe team’s national 
success the past two seasons, the Cal Poly 
Pomona baseball program was recognized 
at Angel Stadium. 

Before the first pitch of the game 
between the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim and the Houston Astros on Sept. 
30, the coaches and student-athletes stood 
on the field to be honored.

The Broncos are led by coach Randy 
Betten, who played in the Angels’ minor 
league system from 1995 to 1999. The 
Cal Poly Pomona team has advanced to 
the NCAA Division II World Series in each 
of the last two seasons, placing third 
nationally in 2015 and 2016.

From those two teams, 10 Cal Poly 
Pomona players have been selected in 
the MLB draft. There are now 14 Bronco 
alumni playing in the minor leagues, 
including two for the Angels system: Geoff 
Broussard (’12, animal science) and Max 
Bethell (’16, business marketing).

Forbes Ranks Cal Poly Pomona  
Among Nation’s Best Universities

Cal Poly Pomona is one of the nation’s best public schools and a top 
performer in California and the Western United States, according to Forbes 
magazine’s 2016 America’s Top Colleges rankings.

The university ranks No. 85 nationally and is No. 
29 in California among public colleges and universities. 
Cal Poly Pomona is the second-highest ranked CSU.

“We are honored to be recognized as a premier 
institution that provides high-quality programs that 
prepare student to be leaders in their field,” says 
Provost Sylvia A. Alva.

The ranking methodology looked at a variety 
of categories, including post-graduate success, 
student debt and default rates, student satisfaction, 
graduation rate and academic success.

To see the full rankings, visit the Forbes website 
at www.forbes.com/top-colleges.

The Cal Poly Pomona baseball team has 
finished third nationally the past two seasons. 
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Renovations at The Collins College 
Help Give Students an Edge 
industry Partners Have ensured tHat Cal Poly Pomona’s HosPitality 
management students are at the forefront of the profession by 
supporting a half-million-dollar renovation at The Collins College of 
Hospitality Management.

The project, which was completed in the fall, included a transformation 
of the dining room of The Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch and an upgrade of the 
demonstration kitchen with professional-quality equipment.

“These renovations help keep us updated in times when technology 
is changing so quickly. As the future comes at light speed, the ability to 
work with new equipment places us in front of our competition,” says 
hospitality management student Melissa Huang.

The restaurant features new decor, furniture, flooring, paint, lighting and 
window treatments. Upgrades in the demonstration kitchen include a new 
refrigerator, freezer, wok range, cast-iron grill, fryer and mobile prep tables.

The Gettys Group, an international hotel architect firm, and 
R.D. Olson Development, a general contractor and 
construction management firm specializing in hospitality, 
retail, and office building, provided the primary support 
for the restaurant refurbishment. 

The Don and Lorraine Freeberg Foundation, a 
longtime supporter of the college, funded the $240,000 
demonstration auditorium project. The foundation also 
provided new flooring throughout The Restaurant at 
Kellogg Ranch. In-kind gifts that consisted of donated 
items and labor and gifts designated for purchases 
represented the other half of the project total.

“The renovation has provided the much-needed 
facelift that the RKR has been longing for,” says dining 
room lecturer Jason Zhang (’10, hospitality management).

Hospitality management student Rachel Watts adds, 
“It means so much to know that our donors are really 
invested in our futures.”

To make restaurant reservations, call (909) 869-4700.

Los Olivos Dining Hall 
Uses Produce Grown On Campus
los olivos Has Partnered witH tHe don b. Huntley College 
of Agriculture to serve produce that is grown on campus. 

“Using fruits and vegetables grown at Cal Poly 
Pomona is extremely important,” says Arnold Zavalza, 
executive chef at Los Olivos. “It’s not only important to 

utilize local- and student-grown produce, but to utilize campus grounds as 
a food resource and to minimize our carbon footprint.”

The initiative began in 2014 when Los Olivos partnered with the 
John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies to produce meals for special 
events using seasonal fruits and vegetables grown at the center. This 
evolved into another idea: use produce grown on campus for the campus 
dining hall. This resulted in a new collaboration with the Huntley College 
of Agriculture, the Food Justice Club and Green Team. 

The university has joined the Real Food Challenge campaign, 
which is working toward a more sustainable food system. The goal is to 
incorporate 20 percent of local, community-based, ecologically sound 
and humane food sources by 2020. 

Early Childhood Program     
Holds Inaugural Classes 

The Early Childhood Studies program at the 
College of Education & Integrative Studies held its 
inaugural classes in fall 2016. 

The program emphasizes development in 
children from birth through age 8, covering topics 
including the importance of play, multilingual 
language acquisition and training early childhood 
education teachers. 

Celebration of diversity is woven throughout the 
curriculum, teaching students to embrace cultural 
differences while working with parents and children. 

Upon completion, students are prepared for 
careers as preschool teachers or administrators of 
childhood programs. The program is aimed exclusively 
at upper-division students, and there are plans to open 
it to all levels. Renovations at The Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch 

include new decor, furniture, paint and lighting.

Seasonal produce grown on 
campus has become part of 
the menu at Los Olivos.
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Career Center 
Unveils Renovated Clothes Closet
tHe Career Center Has renovated its ClotHes Closet, 
which provides students with professional attire for an 
interview, career fair or business event.

“The Clothes Closet can relieve the burden or worry 
students have about looking their best as they participate 
in recruiting events or interviews,” career counselor 
Cheryl Love says. “This is just one small way, among other 
things that we do at the Career Center, where we can help 
students and reduce stressors.”

The Career Center collaborated with students from 
the apparel merchandising and management department 
to renovate and redesign the Clothes Closet. 

 The redesign was supported by a gift from 
Kathleen Harcharik, faculty emeritus in the College of 
Business Administration, and her husband, Ed Harcharik. 
Additionally, the clothing is donated by faculty, staff, 
alumni and employers.

To make a donation, call (909) 869-2342 or email 
calove@cpp.edu.

Engineering Students Win 
Award for Energy Innovation  

A team of engineering students led by Professor 
Kevin Anderson devised an innovative approach to harness 
energy and won the prestigious Russell Ackoff Award at 
the International Conference on Solid Waste Technology 
and Management.  

The students constructed a test site that showed 
the heat produced by compost can enhance the power-
generating capacity of solar chimney power plants, 
which are structures that generate electricity from low-
temperature solar heat.

Their efforts could also deliver a number of ancillary 
benefits, including reducing the burden on landfills and 
selling the byproduct as commercial fertilizer.

A prototype facility was constructed at the John T. Lyle Center for 
Regenerative Studies. The team determined that a full-scale facility could 
power 65,000 homes while producing $83 million in annual revenue.

“The team leveraged their education to the fullest,” says Anderson, 
who teaches in the mechanical engineering department. “We’re pleased 
to be getting interest from the U.S. government, and hopefully that will 
attract venture capital, allowing us to build a full-scale design and bring its 
many benefits to the community.”

The Career 
Center’s 
Clothes 
Closet offers 
professional 
attire to 
students.

Cal Poly Pomona is among 14 California State University 
campuses named to the 2015 President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll — the highest federal honor that 
universities can receive for their commitment to community 
service, service-learning and civic engagement.

The honor roll recognizes exemplary community service 
programs and raises the visibility of best practices in campus 
community partnerships. CSU campuses have been recognized 
since the honor roll was created in 2006 by the Corporation for 

Professor Kevin Anderson’s engineering students 
devised a way to harness energy from compost.

National and Community Service.
The CSU was the first higher education system 

in the nation to establish a system office supporting 
service learning and community engagement.

During the 2015-16 academic year at Cal Poly 
Pomona, 10,240 students participated in community 
volunteer activities and service-learning courses. 
They totaled 158,837 service hours to the community. 

Cal Poly Pomona Nationally Recognized for Volunteer Service



tHe “wedge” Cabin designed by Cal Poly Pomona students Can be rented  
at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park near Big Sur.

The students, Emily Williams, Bryan Charney and Antonio Fernandez 
(’16, master’s in architecture), designed the cabin in 2014 in response to 
a challenge from the independent Parks Forward Commission, which was 
looking for concepts that would generate interest among groups that are 
not typical campers, including younger people and minorities. 

The design was further developed by all students in Associate 
Professor Juintow Lin’s intermediate architectural design studio course.

College of Environmental Design Dean Michael Woo was a member 
of the Parks Forward Commission and asked Lin to create a course that 
would produce innovative designs for cabins. The students designed 10 
cabins, and the Wedge was one of three finalists.

Constructed from recycled materials, the Wedge is a 156-square-foot 
structure that fits a double bed and a bunk bed. The model garnered rave 
reviews when it debuted at the Los Angeles County Fair and the California 
State Fair in 2014. It also captured the interest of California State Parks 
and the California Coastal Commission as a way to implement a low-cost 
and eco-friendly camping option to attract a wider range of Californians to 
the great outdoors.

The California State Parks Cabin Project is one of several 
“transformation” initiatives designed to draw more visitors to the parks 
and inspire long-term relationships with the outdoors. A survey identified 
750 potential sites for cabins in 51 parks.

The Wedge cabin in Big Sur opened last spring and is so popular 
that more cabins for that location are in the planning phase. In addition, 
California State Parks plans to build 13 cabins on Angel Island State Park 
in the San Francisco Bay and 10 to 15 cabins with the Cal Poly Pomona 
design at Calaveras Big Trees State Park. 

Three Wedge cabins will also open at Santa Rosa’s Spring Lake 
Regional Park in early 2017.

The cabin earned a Citation Award in the Inspire Category at the 
American Institute of Architects Orange County Chapter 2015 Design 
Awards Gala. 

IF YOU GO: Bookings for the Wedge 
cabin fill up fast. Reserve at least seven 
months ahead.

PFEIFFER BIG SUR RESERVATIONS: 
Reserve America, (800) 444-7275; 
www.reserveamerica.com. 

COST: $75 per night.

OCCUPANCY: Up to four adults; dogs 
allowed at campsite but not on the trails.

INFORMATION ABOUT SPRING LAKE 
REGIONAL PARK: http://bit.ly/2giGrzP 

Student-designed “Wedge” cabins will be 
built in at least two more state parks. 
Concept photos by Paul Vu (’10, architecture) 

‘Wedge’ Cabin Designed by Students Is in High Demand by State Park Visitors



Part farmer and part scientist, Don Huntley 
experimented with cross-breeding 20 
varieties of cherries to find the best-tasting 
type at an orchard he owned in 2009.
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Alumnus Don B. Huntley 

Makes a Transformative Gift to the University 
That Will Benefit Generations of Students 

By Dan Lee
 

for deCades, don b. Huntley (’60, animal Husbandry) Has generously given to 
his beloved alma mater, Cal Poly Pomona.

He has supported research programs, provided scholarships for 
students, donated pieces from his Western art collection, and funded the 
creation of an on-campus vineyard.

But now he has taken his generosity and philanthropy to an 
unprecedented level. Huntley has pledged his 475-acre pistachio farm 
in the San Joaquin Valley as an estate gift to the university, with farm 
revenues supporting research, scholarships and academic enrichment.

“Cal Poly Pomona is a fantastic university with a beautiful campus and 
a unique history. The students who graduate are making an important impact 
in California, and I want to support them and provide new opportunities,” 
Huntley says. “We need Cal Poly Pomona students and faculty to continue 
making advancements in agriculture, biotechnology, science and other 
research. I’m going to support the school for as long as I have the ability.”

In recognition of his generosity, the California State University Board 
of Trustees approved in September the college’s new name: the Don B. 
Huntley College of Agriculture. It becomes Cal Poly Pomona’s only college 
to be named after an alumnus and the second named college, following The 
Collins College of Hospitality Management. This distinction also marks it as 
the second named college of agriculture in the 23-campus CSU system, after 
the Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology at Fresno State.

“Don has worked hard his entire life and also believes that his success 
wasn’t entirely his own,” says university President Soraya M. Coley. “Along 
the way, someone believed in him, gave him an opportunity and instilled in 
him the confidence. He believes in working hard and giving back, and that 
will be his legacy at the Don B. Huntley College of Agriculture.”

Mary Holz-Clause, dean of the college, envisions that Huntley’s gift 
will allow the college to build more cutting-edge laboratories and hire 
additional faculty.

“His gift will provide resources for students beyond what state 
appropriations or student tuition fees can cover,” she says. “We will be 
able to provide students with the types of science that they are going to 
need going forward to be successful in their futures and careers.”

a Man for All

Seasons
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Huntley grew uP in tHe san gabriel valley wHen los angeles County was still a tHriving 
agricultural center. From an early age, he was enamored with rural America and the 
romance of the Old West.

“I just think the West to me is more beautiful,” says Huntley, who graduated from Cal Poly 
Pomona in 1960. “There are scenic parts of the West that are found nowhere else in the world.”

Huntley started his career selling animal health products to cattlemen and farmers in the 
San Joaquin Valley for the American Cyanamid Company, which was later absorbed by Pfizer. 
When California’s pistachio industry started to take off in the late 1970s and early ’80s, he did 
his research and entered the industry as a farmer, businessman and pistachio enthusiastic.

“I thought that going into pistachios would be a good deal. It’s a tree that may not 
produce if you have a terrible drought, but it won’t die. It’s a hardy tree. That’s opposite to 
an almond orchard. They don’t last if they don’t get water.”

Huntley’s farming ventures soon blossomed and he was selling his pistachios to 
clients around the world.

As a businessman and investor, Huntley is meticulous when it comes to research; he 
reads up on the latest news and calls companies and universities to get more information 
before making investment decisions. He also wants to know how things work, why things 
work and peek over the horizon.

“I got interested in biotechnology. It was a new industry, and there have been some 
unbelievable developments in medicine through the junior biotech companies in the 
United States and foreign countries. To me, it’s an exciting industry. I think biotechnology 
has made huge strides in saving lives. The whole industry of medicine has advanced 
tremendously in the last 20 years.”

When he’s not overseeing his farming operations, Huntley engages in several 

passions — all of which he pursues with 
the same determination, appetite for 
knowledge and experimentation that has 
made him successful in business.

He collects rocks and gemstones and 
is fascinated with mining. He once visited 
one of the largest gold mines in California, 
the Sixteen-to-One Mine in Alleghany. 
When the sport of rock climbing was in its 
infancy, Huntley climbed at Joshua Tree 
National Park with nylon rope, carabiners 
and pitons. He is also an avid collector of 
fine wine and Western artwork.

renaissance Man

Long rows of pistachio trees fade into the 
horizon at his farm in Huron, California.  
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“Don Huntley is living proof of
the value of a Cal Poly Pomona 
education. He’s living proof of a good 
hands-on, experiential education.” 

— Dan Hostetler
Chairman emeritus of the plant science department
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Huntley has loaned and donated pieces from his 
collection of Western art to the university. 

Ralph Oberg’s oil painting titled “Above 
the Yukon” is part of Huntley’s collection. 

Huntley Has generously sHared some of His Passions and beloved treasures witH His alma 
mater. He contributed funding for research into growing disease-resistant and more 
nutritious varieties of lettuce, sponsored student scholarships, and supported agricultural 
literacy efforts. He also supported the creation of the 14-acre Huntley Vineyard at Cal Poly 
Pomona, which produces Horsehill Vineyards wine that is served at The Restaurant at 
Kellogg Ranch and sold at the Farm Store.

“Some of the biggest things he’s given to us are improvements around the AGRIscapes 
area and actually the Farm Store,” says Dan Hostetler, professor and chairman emeritus of 
the plant science department.

Huntley has loaned and donated pieces from his Western art collection for exhibition 
and display around campus, establishing the Huntley Art Collection under the care of the 
College of Environmental Design. He also sponsored the formation of the Huntley Gallery 
on the fourth floor of the University Library.

“We are so grateful to Don Huntley for sharing his private collection with us, which 
adds to the culture and conversation of our campus,” says Michele Cairella-Fillmore, 
curator and director of the Huntley Gallery and W. Keith and Janet Kellogg University Art 
Gallery. “The Huntley Gallery is a vibrant space that allows us to display unique works by 

Philanthropist
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“I think the thing that motivates him 
is seeing student success. And I’m not 
necessarily talking about having a 4.0 
GPA,” says Hostetler, who met Huntley 
about 15 years ago and counts the 
alumnus as a mentor. “I’m talking about 
the kids that come out of here with a 
2.5 that go on and do great things in this 
industry in the future.”

To recognize his professional 
success and philanthropic gifts, Huntley 
was named the college’s Distinguished 
Alumnus in 2004 and awarded an honorary 
doctorate from Cal Poly Pomona in 2009. 
He is also a member of the Founders’ 
Society, the university’s highest honor 
recognizing individuals and organizations 
for lifetime giving.

artists from around the country, and highlight the university’s collections, including the 
exquisite landscapes and scenes of ‘the Wild West’ in Mr. Huntley’s collection.”

Huntley has also supported scholarships, special projects and enrichment 
programs in several colleges, as well as the Native American Pipeline and Pathways 
to Graduation programs.

The pipeline program, the first of its kind in the CSU, introduces college to Native 
American students beginning in junior high school, and helps to instill a mindset that 
achievement in higher education is possible. In its fifth year, the program has reached more 
than 100 students and provides campus housing and scholarships for books and technology.

“The Native American community is fairly small and there are not many Native 
American college students. We’re helping to build bonds between students, the campus 
community and even the community at large,” says River Garza (Tongva), a junior majoring 
in gender, ethnic and multicultural studies. “The tighter bonds we can build — regardless 
of where these students ultimately choose to go to college — can help students get those 
degrees our culture desperately needs.”

Huntley’s motivation is borne of compassion and philanthropy.
“He just loves this place. He loves telling stories of when he was a student,” 

says Wayne Bidlack, a retired dean of the College of Agriculture. “He has adopted us. 
Essentially, we’re his children.”

University President Emeritus Michael Ortiz can attest to the friendship he and 
Huntley share. Whenever Huntley visited campus, he would bring pistachios and, on 
occasion, some of the 100-point-rated Washington state wines from his collection, 
knowing that someone would enjoy his collection of “grape juice.”

“His contributions to the university have been varied and significant, and are 
emblematic of his great taste.” Ortiz says.

President Coley met Huntley shortly after her appointment in 2014.
“He understood how important Cal Poly Pomona has been in his life. It was clear that 

he was proud of the education he received at our university and recognized that education 
helped prepare him for success as a leader in business,” she says.

Huntley’s affinity and admiration for the university shows through in all his gifts and 
when he interacts with people.

Huntley’s transformative gift will support research 
and scholarships and help enrich the educational 
experience of Cal Poly Pomona students.  
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tHe gift of Huntley’s PistaCHio farm will transform tHe College.
Sixty percent of the net operating revenue from the farm will go to the college, while 

30 percent will support research projects in agriculture and science. The remaining 10 
percent will go to scholarships.

Funding is critical in an era when state support for public universities across the 
country has declined, says Holz-Clause.

“If we are going to remain a country that is competitive and producing students who 
are trained in cutting-edge technology, it is so important that we have the philanthropy 
of gracious individuals like Don Huntley and others, as well as industry, to help provide 
needed support.”

Huntley joins the ranks of visionary philanthropists W.K. Kellogg, Charles Voorhis, 
and Jim and Carol Collins, each of whom made tremendous impacts and left a legacy of 
excellence for Cal Poly Pomona.

“Don is living proof of the value of a Cal Poly Pomona education. He’s living proof of a 
good hands-on, experiential education,” Hostetler says. “Don was a graduate of here, did 
very, very well in his industry, and is a great success story. And it’s a great success story for 
future students.”

President Coley says she appreciates Huntley’s humility and recognition that each 
person’s path will be different.

“He sees his gift as a way to ‘pay it forward’ for future generations,” she says. “His gift 
will live on, such that decades from now we’re still going to be talking about Don Huntley.”

For his part, Huntley wants to see 
the university and its alumni gain greater 
recognition, particularly as a global leader 
in agriculture education.

“I’d like to see Cal Poly Pomona have 
a greater presence or knowledge out there 
for the students,” he says.

The naming of the college is 
something that Huntley finds humbling and 
overwhelming.

“I only wish my mother were still alive 
to see this,” he says. “She’d be thrilled.”

Dan Lee is the communications specialist in the 
Don B. Huntley College of Agriculture.

“He sees his gift 
as a way to ‘pay it 

forward’ for future 
generations,” 

President Soraya M. 
Coley says of Huntley.

“We need Cal Poly Pomona
students and faculty to continue 
making advancements in 
agriculture, biotechnology, 
science and other research.”  

— Don B. Huntley

Paying Homage to
Don B.  Huntley 

Presidents, deans and faculty describe the 
transformative opportunities made possible 
through Don B. Huntley’s gift to the university. 
Watch the video tribute at bit.ly/huntleyvideo. 

A New Chapter
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By Emily Velasco

imagine tHat you Had a beautifully illustrated booK 
where each page was overflowing with vivid colors and 
fantastic imagery. Imagine you were tasked with looking 
through the book to find clues to solving a mystery. Now 
imagine that book was 77,000 pages long. 

That’s what it’s like for researchers of the Milky Way 
Project, an online scientific endeavor based at Cal Poly 
Pomona that involves combing through images of our 
galaxy in search of knowledge about how stars are born. 

The scale of the undertaking is vast. By most 
estimates, the Milky Way contains 100 billion stars, 
but others put that figure at 400 billion. Among all 
those stars are the objects that Milky Way Project 
researchers are seeking – “bow shock” nebulae, 
“yellowballs” and bubbles of gas and dust. 

Without help, it would take several scientists a 
lifetime to make a dent. Computers are fast but aren’t 
yet adept at finding the objects the researchers are 
looking for, says Matthew Povich, a Cal Poly Pomona 
physics and astronomy professor. Crowdsourcing, 
says his student researcher, Tharindu Jayasinghe, 
provided the solution.

“People find things that one or two astronomers 
can’t,” Jayasinghe says. “And people are really good 
at finding patterns, so we are getting really good data. 
It’s an amazing thing.”

To participate, users visit the project’s website, 
get a short interactive tutorial, and they’re ready to 
go. If they are seeking a deeper level of involvement, 
they can create an account so they can track their 
progress and join in online discussions with other 
users and the researchers.

Cal Poly Pomona 

Leads the Milky Way 

Project, Which Gives 

People a Chance to 

Make Discoveries

The way it works is kind of like a hidden word search. Volunteers 
are presented with images taken by the Spitzer Space Telescope 
in infrared light, and they look for special types of objects — bow 
shocks and the fast-moving stars that create them, and dusty gas 
bubbles so massive that just one can contain a few thousand stars. 
When they think they’ve spotted one of these objects, they mark it 
with easy-to-use drawing tools and submit their discovery. Working 
that way, a small army of citizen scientists can make huge progress. 
By the end of the second run of the Milky Way Project in 2015, 
30,000 to 40,000 volunteers had logged 2 million objects they found 
throughout the galaxy, Jayasinghe says.

That resulted in a lot of good data for the project, but it also 
did something perhaps more important — it showed people the 
importance of science by turning them into scientists. 

“I think citizen scientists is a cool concept,” Jayasinghe says. 
“Science can bring people together and that’s a really cool thing.”

The people that the project has brought together include 
individuals from all over the globe, of many professions, with a variety 
of reasons for participating. Meet some of these citizen scientists:

Student researcher Tharindu Jayasinghe, left, 
and Professor Matthew Povich of the physics 
and astronomy department lead the Milky 
Way Project based at Cal Poly Pomona.
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Barbara Téglás
RESEARCH ENGINEER IN MOLECULAR 
GENETICS AND BIOTECHNOLOGY FROM 
HUNGARY LIVING IN MARTINIQUE

How many objects have you classified?
5,421
Why did you become involved? 
When the Milky Way Project started the beta 

review phase, I received the email and I joined. The 
project went public very quickly, and I stayed because 
I found it so interesting.

What do you enjoy about it?
The images at the Milky Way Project show 

beautiful, detailed new images of our galaxy on 
infrared wavelengths. There is always something new 
to see, to find new objects to understand. 

What do you think we can learn about ourselves 
from space exploration?   

Space is so complex and beautiful, an endless 
source of novelties. As we are progressing to know 
it better, new questions arise. It’s an endless journey 
to explore the space and we are part of this endless 
journey. So, I think from space exploration we can 
learn about not only the infinity of space-time, but the 
infinity of our never-ending curiosity. 

Peter Larsson
FINANCIAL ANALYST FROM SWEDEN

How many objects have you classified?
I don’t know if I can find statistics about the 

number of objects. It must be many — I have gone 
through 56,999 images in different projects (Including 
Milky Way Project 1 and 2, Planet Hunters, Galaxy Zoo, 
Space Warps and Asteroid Zoo).

Why did you become involved?
Society doesn’t prioritize science and 

education, and the funding provided to research 
and development is depressingly low. To quote Neil 
deGrasse Tyson, American astrophysicist: “We 
stopped dreaming.” My opinion is that within science 
… we find hope for the future.

What do you enjoy about it?
That I can contribute to science and learn new 

things. The discussions with other members and with 
the researchers are very interesting.

Melina Thévenot
ASPIRING ASTROPHYSICIST FROM GERMANY

How many objects have you classified?
9,549 subjects.
Why did you become involved?
I was always interested in astronomy. When I was 

a child, I had books about astronomy. They had also the 
first images from Hubble. Even if I did not understand 
everything, I did read them again and again.

What do you enjoy about it?
Sharing my thoughts and sharing the images I 

generate. I always get positive feedback. I also enjoy 
learning about the objects I see in the Spitzer images. 
If someone asks a researcher “What is this?” and they 
answer “A planetary nebula,” I search for planetary 
nebula in Wikipedia or other websites. It is more 
motivating than listening to a boring lecture where you 
don’t get what the lecturer is talking about.

What do you think we can learn about ourselves 
from space exploration?   

You may have heard the words: Everyone is their 
own center of the universe. From this point, a net 
of friends, family, objects and knowledge stretches 
outward. The further you get in space and time, the 
less dense this net gets. Space exploration helps to fill 
the gaps in this net of ourselves. Where do we come 
from? Do life-forms exist outside of our solar system? 

Maria Gomez
VETERINARIAN FROM SPAIN

How many objects have you classified? 
It’s only a guess, but say I´ve been through 23,000 

to 25,000 images, with less than half classified. 
Why do you think these kinds of projects            

are important?
I think they are amazing. If it wasn’t for these kind 

of projects, there would be no real time available to 
researchers for the amount of extraordinary research 
we humans need to do. It also gets into the minds of 
the people how important it is to put money toward 
these kind of investigations. 

What do you think we can learn about ourselves 
from space exploration?

Maybe we once and for all forget the idea that 
we’re the center of the universe.

Emily Velasco (’10, communication) writes about 
science and engineering for PolyTrends magazine. 

For more information or to start classifying galactic objects, visit 
www.zooniverse.org/projects/povich/milky-way-project. 
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A WORLD OF

Possibilities
       EDUCATION AT CAL POLY POMONA      
     KNOWS NO BOUNDS. 
The InTernaTIonal CenTer’s sTudy abroad program gIves sTudenTs a ChanCe 
to learn about other cultures and gain a new perspective of their 
place and role in the world. In the 2015-16 academic year, 253 
students participated in the program. 

Whether students are taking classes in China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, the Netherlands, England, Scotland, 
Italy, Germany, Spain, Brazil, Tanzania or the United Arab Emirates, 
they learn about being a global citizen. 

The Study Abroad program allows students to attend classes 
related to their majors, create an international network of contacts 
and experience cultural diversity. 

See where the quest for knowledge has taken our students. 

AMY STUBBLEFIELD 
Junior, economics

“You have to be open in life to change, 
especially a change in perspective. 
When you go through an experience 
like this, you can only learn from it 
if you’re willing to change and grow 
as a person. People might think it’s 
cliché, but I really believe that I grew 
as a person this summer and I had a 
blast doing it.”

GERMANY

Amy, left, sets a jump on an overcast day in Hamburg. 
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GABRIELLE KANTAROVICH
Junior, hospitality management

“I was in Edinburgh International Airport observing business 
travelers, student travelers and adventure seekers with their lives 
stuffed in a bag running to make their flights. They inspired me to 
not be just one of those people, but all of them in one. The business 
travelers inspired me to continue to work hard at the university. The 
student travelers encouraged me to stay young at heart and see the 
world with wide eyes. The adventure travelers motivated me to take 
life by the reins and have no reservations. I have confirmed after my 
experience here; I am consumed by wanderlust.”

ANDREA ORTIZ
Senior, management 
and human resources

“From what I’ve seen,
touched, smelled, 
tasted and felt, I have 
developed a deeper 
sense of humility for 
myself, this world and 
those around me.”

Taking a waff le break at the 
Waterlooplein Market in Amsterdam. 

THE NETHERLANDS

THE NETHERLANDS

Colorfu l tu lips for sale at the 
f loating Bloemenmarkt.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Walking through the ornate Sheikh Z ayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi.
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CAROLINA MAKSUDI 
Junior, food science and 
technology

“I dreamed about living 
in South Korea, and 
I realized my dream 
by stepping out of 
my comfort zone and 
applying for the Study 
Abroad program. It was 
the best feeling ever. 
I was so thankful for 
every moment when I 
was abroad.”

AARON ACKERMAN
Master’s student, 
landscape architecture

“The physical experience of being in Italy, connecting with the history of the sites and experiencing 
the culture first-hand, is something that cannot be translated through a history book.”

SOUTH KOREA

Visitors traverse Haedong Yonggungsa Temple in Busan. 

ITALY ITALY

Rooftop of the iconic cathedral Duomo di Milano 
offers a stunning vantage point. 

An opening at the historic Guinigi Tower in Lucca 
offers a view of the town.
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ALEX SANCHEZ
Senior, graphic design

“Experiencing things 
can really change your 
perspective. I never 
considered visiting 
Japan before, and now 
that I have gone, I plan 
on going back and living 
there for a few years.”

GRACE OLGUIN
’13, sociology

“Tanzania instilled in me the beauty in simplicity and humility, the 
importance of surrounding ourselves with good people, community. 
I learned we all want the same things — freedom and happiness — 
and at the center of it all, agape love.”

CIANA CHAN 
Junior, marketing with 
minor in hospitality

“Since going abroad, I 
have opened myself 
up more than ever and 
through that I have 
learned so many new 
things, met so many 
new people, found 
so many new places 
and have learned to 
simply explore without 
having to travel to 
a different country. 
It was such a life-
changing experience.”

JAPAN

A toddler clings to her caretaker in Kyoto. 

Laguna de Leste hiking trail provides 
a breathtaking view.

BRAZIL

TANZANIA

A pair of elephants roam in Ngorongoro Crater. 
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Sunday Horse Shows
January through May
tHe beauty and Pageantry of Cal Poly 
Pomona’s Arabian horses are on display 
the first Sunday of each month. The 
tradition was founded by W.K. Kellogg 
in 1926. For more information, visit        
www.wkkelloggarabianhorsecenter.
com/sunday-shows. 

Play Ball!
February 2
tHe Cal Poly Pomona baseball team 
starts the new season with a three-game 
series at home against the University of 
Colorado, Colorado Springs. The Broncos 
have finished third nationally the last 
two seasons. For the full schedule, go to 
www.broncoathletics.com.

Off and Running  
February 20
tHe men’s and women’s traCK and field 
teams open their seasons at the daylong 
Collegiate All-Comers Invite at Strehle 
Track in Claremont. For full schedules, go 
to www.broncoathletics.com.

Homecoming Celebration 
February 25
alumni, Parents and friends Can Celebrate 
their Bronco pride at Homecoming 2017. 
Festivities include a concert, dance, 
carnival rides, food trucks, games and 
other activities. For more information, visit 
www.cpp.edu/homecoming. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’
February 24 through March 5
tHe dePartment of tHeatre & new danCe 
presents Jane Austen’s classic “Pride and 
Prejudice.” For more information, go to 
www.cpp.edu/class/theatre-new-dance. 

Farm 2 Table Dinner
April 9 
tHree loCal CHefs will bring a “simPly 
farm fresh” theme to the second annual 
dinner. The Jim Hicks Agricultural 
Achievement Award will be presented at 
the event. For details, go to www.cpp.
edu/agri/spring-harvest.shtml.

TEDxCPP
April 13
tHis student-organized ted event 
showcases university faculty, staff, 
alumni and students. Designed to 
inspire, the TED talks spread new ideas, 
encourage enlightened conversation 
and honor innovation. For details, visit    
www.tedxcpp.com. 

Spring Career Fair
April 27
more tHan 200 emPloyers will offer 
information about career opportunities, 
gather resumes and network with recruits. 
Alumni are welcome to attend. For more 
information, visit www.cpp.edu/career.

Distinguished Alumni Dinner
April 28
tHe Cal Poly Pomona alumni assoCiation 
will honor outstanding professional 
achievement, contributions to the 
community and service to the university. The 
event will be held at 6 p.m. in the Sheraton 
Fairplex Conference Center. To attend or for 
more information, call (866) CPP-ALUM.

Cal Poly Pomona            
Tasting & Auction
May 7
fine wines and deCadent Cuisine are tHe 
order of the day at the Cal Poly Pomona 
Tasting & Auction. The fundraising event will 
be held in the picturesque W.K. Kellogg Rose 
Garden and Aratani Japanese Garden at 
Cal Poly Pomona. For more information, visit 
www.polytaste.com. 

Professor for a Day
May 8-12
alumni are invited baCK to CamPus to 
teach a class and give students personal 
and industry insights. To sign up for the 
program, go to www.cpp.edu/alumni/
professorforaday.
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Attention 
Alumni 

Parents: 
Please share 

new addresses of 
children who are 
Cal Poly Pomona 

graduates.

Call (800) 722-5765

Office of Public Affairs
3801 W. Temple Ave.
Pomona, CA 91768
www.cpp.edu
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Homecoming Revelry
CALLING ALL BRONCOS! Renew acquaintances and network with classmates while 
enjoying carnival rides, a petting zoo, food trucks, athletic events and live performances at Homecoming 
on February 25 from noon to 10 p.m. For more information, visit www.cpp.edu/homecoming.


